
 
 
 
  

 

SCHOOL-TO-HOME PRACTICE AND LEARNING 
Extension Activities for Grades 6-8 Scholars 

Directions:  In the event you finish the first two weeks of practice, please begin working on these extension activities. The following 
packet of activities is provided as practice.  Refreshing your memory of the concepts learned and keeping your mind engaged will help 
you hit the ground running upon returning to the classroom.  If you do a little each day, it will be done in no time.  We look forward to 
seeing you back in class!   

Activity Overview 
 
____   Read your IRLA book for 30 minutes and complete the daily reading activities.   
 
____   Record the titles, authors, and pages read on your reading log (Appendix A).  
 
____   Complete assigned tasks in Math packet. Spend about 30 minutes per day on the assigned tasks. (Appendix D) 
 
-----  Complete assigned tasks in Science: Spend about 30 minutes daily on assigned tasks. (Appendices E and F) 
 
EXTENSION ACTIVITIES – If you have technology available, the following websites provide online books and reading practice: 

• https://www.timeforkids.com/g56/ 
• https://kids.scholastic.com/kids/home/ 
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/forkids/ 
• Writing process: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=edZkuHHXDlo 
• SBA Practice: https://wa.portal.airast.org/training-tests.stml 
• You may search online for different news article to use for your science activities on days 2-5. Be sure to use your checklist 

from day one to ensure the article is from a valid and reliable source  

____   Online Extension for Reading and Math: iReady My Path  www.clever.fwps.org  
 
          Username: ID#                                 Password:_______________________________  
 

 
Weekly Extension Activities 

Reading: 30 minutes reading, 15 for answering questions – DAILY 
 
Directions:  Read for 30 minutes – either IRLA book or book of your choice.  

• Write down the title of what you read on your reading log (Appendix A)  
• Vocabulary Focus:  As you read, write down unknown words and try to determine their meaning from context clues.  
• Choose one question to answer about your reading each day (questions listed on reading log in appendix) 

Reading and Writing SBA Practice : 45 minutes  - DAILY 
 
Directions: Each week you will be showing what you understand about your reading by writing an essay that includes text based 
evidence from the articles you read. The first two days you will be reading an article each day. After reading write a 2-sentence 
summary of the gist of the article. List key details from the article (at least 4) that you may want to use in your writing. The third day 
you will be putting your information together through prewriting and the last two days you will be writing an essay about the articles 
you read. Here is what you will be doing each of the five days each. 
 
Day 1 – Read Source 1 (Appendix) 
After reading write a 2-sentence summary of the gist of the article. List key details from the article (at least 4) that you may want to 
use in your writing 
Day 2 – Read Source 2 (Appendix) 

https://www.timeforkids.com/g56/
https://kids.scholastic.com/kids/home/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/forkids/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=edZkuHHXDlo
https://wa.portal.airast.org/training-tests.stml
http://www.clever.fwps.org/


 
 
 
  

 

After reading write a 2-sentence summary of the gist of the article. List key details from the article (at least 4) that you may want to 
use in your writing  
Day3 – Prewriting 
Today, you will complete a prewrite. Review the graphic organizer for the structure of a multi paragraph essay. Review through your 
notes from the readings. What is the main idea or claim you want to make? What is the evidence you will use to support it? How will 
you explain how the evidence supports? You don’t have to write full sentences at this stage of the writing process. Just brainstorm 
ideas. Use any type of graphic organizer that works for you. Here are some examples: 

 
 
Day 4 – Drafting 
Today, you will complete your first draft of your essay. Remember, this is a first draft. Don’t worry about spelling or grammar just get 
your ideas down in an organized way. Write the body of your draft based on your prewrite with topic sentences for each of your 
supporting ideas followed by evidence and reasoning. Follow the structure from the 5 Paragraph Essay organizer (Appendix) to 
create your own graphic organizer. Make sure you include evidence (quotes) from each of the articles. Cite your quotes with the title 
of the article. Use transitions between your paragraphs. When you are finished your draft should include an introduction, body 
paragraphs and a conclusion. 
 
Day 5 – Revising, Editing and Publishing 
Today you will revise, edit and publish your draft from yesterday. Revising is the process of changing and improving your first draft. 
It's your opportunity to think about what you've written and then add, cut, or change it as needed. Add more details to your first draft.  
Add clear words, specific vocabulary and more description. Your goal is to make all of your ideas clear, detailed and complete. Use 
the narrative scoring guide and argumentative checklist to help review your work.  
Then you will edit and publish your essay. Editing is checking your revised writing line by line for errors. Also proofread for errors in 
spelling and punctuation. When you are sure all of your writing is correct. Create your final draft of your writing. Use your very best 
handwriting or you may type and print your writing using a computer.   
 
HERE ARE THE TOPICS FOR EACH WEEK: 
 
WRITING TASK 1: Robots Narrative Performance Task 
Robots: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wHJjLMnikU 
Source 1: Meet The Robots 
Source 2: Robots That Play Well with Others 
 
WRITING TASK 2: Pets in the Classroom - Argument Essay 
Why Dogs Reduce Stress in the Classroom: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAO8i7s1uWU 
Source 1: Pets Enhance Learning 
Source 2: Leave Animals Out of the Classroom 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wHJjLMnikU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAO8i7s1uWU


 
 
 
  

 

WRITING TASK 3: Bottled Water in Schools – Argument Essay 
 
Source 1: Goodbye, Botled Water? 
Source 2: Statement from International Bottled Water Association regarding Concord, Massachusetts Ban of Bottled Water 
 
WRITING TASK 4: Youth Use of Social Media – Argument Essay 
 
Source 1: The upside of selfies: Social media isn't all bad for kids 
Source 2: Student examines negative effects of social media on teens 
 
 
Math: 45 minutes for both activities - DAILY 
 
Directions:  Select a page from the included work to complete either on this small copy or in a math journal or notebook paper.  
Appendix: D Math Pages 
 
When your math page is complete, choose an activity to complete from the Additional Math Activities list. 
 
Science: 30 minutes – DAILY 
 
Appendix E – Instructions for Creating a Concept Map 
Appendix F – Writing a Formal Investigation Report 
 
Directions: Each day you may choose to complete a Concept Map for a concept you have studied in your science course so far this 
year, or to complete one of the tasks below to plan, carry out, and communicate the results of a scientific investigation. 
 
Investigation Task A: Plan Your Investigation 
Identify a scientific question you would like to investigate that can be studied safely using materials you have at home. Write your 
investigative question, hypothesis, materials list, safety plan, a detailed procedure describing how you will carry out your investigation, 
and a data table to record your data. This plan must be approved and signed by a parent or guardian before moving on. 
Investigation Task B: Carry Out Your Investigaiton 
Follow your Safety Plan and Procedure to carry out your investigation SAFELY while being supervised by a parent or guardian, and 
record data in your data table. 
Investigation Task C: Analyze Your Data 
Use appropriate techniques to analyze the data from your investigation. These may include calculating averages for data from 
multiple trials, graphing the data, or identifying patterns from qualitative (descriptive) data. 
Investigation Task D: Write Your Conclusion 
Write a conclusion that answers your investigative question based on the results of your investigation, and supports that statement 
with evidence from the investigation. 
Investigation Task E: Write a Formal Investigation Report 
See the guidelines in Appendix H to write a formal report for your investigation. Share this report with your science teacher when you 
return to school.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  

 

APPENDIX A:  READING LOG, CONTEXT CLUES, QUESTIONS ABOUT READING 
 

Keep track of your daily reading. Answer the daily work in your reading journal or on lined paper.  
Beginning page Ending page Title and Author 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reader Response Questions (choose one each day) 
Fiction Informational 

• Identify and describe the main character. Why is 
that character important to the story? 

• What is a possible theme for this story? What 
lesson is the author teaching us? What specific 
events help you determine the theme? 

• Why is the setting important to the story? Why 
does the author use this setting? How does it 
create mood or tone? 

• Who is telling the story? How do you know? 

• Identify main idea and 3 key details. 
• How is the text organized? 
• What’s the author’s viewpoint?  
• How do the text features help you understand the 

topic? 
• Summarize the information in a logical order? 
• What is the author’s purpose? 
• Is there any bias evident in the writing? 



 
 
 
  

 

APPENDIX B: READINGS, WRITING TASK PROMPTS AND CHECKLISTS 
Reading for Writing Task 1 
 Source #1 Meet The Robots 

If you think of robots as a thing of the future, think again. Robots do many jobs today. They work in 
mines and on farms, they help doctors and save lives, and even explore volcanoes. Here are 
some robots that are hard at work. 
Gemini-Scout 
Gemini-Scout is a remote-controlled robot that does search-and-rescue work in minesunder the 
ground. The robot is less than two feet tall and has wheels which enable it to goup and down stairs 
and make tight turns—it can even roll through water! Gemini may besmall, but it is strong and can 
easily carry food, water, and other supplies. In real emergencies, Gemini can even drag an injured 
person to safety. 
 
Wherever it goes, Gemini-Scout constantly collects information. For example, it tests theair for 
gases and then tells miners when the air is safe. The robot also has a thermalcamera, a special 
camera that locates heat energy to produce images that help it findminers who are trapped 
underground. 
 
Once the robot finds the trapped miners, the miners can use the robot's two-way radio totalk with 
the rescue team. This robot was built to be easy to use because its remote controloperates like a 
remote control used for many video games. If you've ever played a videogame, you would 
probably know how to use Gemini-Scout. 
Dante 2 
Although Dante 2 isn't saving lives directly like Gemini-Scout, its job is just as interesting and 
important. Dante 2's job is to climb into volcanoes to gather information for scientists. Like a 
spider, this robot has eight legs, which can help it climb the steep walls of the volcano while 
secured with a rope. Dante 2 is also built to survive extreme heat. When a volcano is too 
dangerous for scientists to 
enter, Dante 2 goes instead. 
 
Once in the volcano, Dante 2 looks for vents, or holes, in the crater.Then the robot collects 
information about the gases that come out of the vents. In the past, scientists could not learn as 
much about volcanoes, but Dante 2 is changing that. Now scientists can study a volcano up close 
while remaining at a safe distance. 
 
Dante 2 (NASA) Mr.Gower  
At first glance, Mr. Gower looks like a small metal cabinet on wheels, but its job is just as important 
as Dante 2 and Gemini-Scout. Mr. Gower is a robot that moves throughout a hospital, helping 
doctors and nurses bring medicine to patients. The body of the robot is a stack of locked drawers 
that store medicine. Nurses and doctors can unlock the drawers and get the medicine they need 
for their patients.  
 
Mr. Gower can be programmed to go anywhere in the hospital. It can ride elevators, steer through 
hallways, and even move around things that get in the way. The robot is so strong that it can pull 
500 pounds. Mr. Gower is battery powered, and after charging for only two hours, the robot can 
deliver medicine for twelve hours without stopping.  
 
Not only does it work long days, but Mr. Gower can talk. It has been programmed to say hundreds 
of phrases like "Calling elevator" or "Your delivery is here." Mr. Gower reduces the amount of time 
doctors, pharmacists, and nurses spend walking around the hospital, allowing them to use their 
time to focus on other important tasks.  
 

Notes: 



 
 
 
  

 

Agribots  
Agribots may not save lives, but many farmers find them very useful. An agribot is a robot that 
picks fruit. It might pick berries, oranges, grapes, or apples. Agribots are not yet widely used, but 
farmers are very interested in what these robots can do. Because picking a strawberry is different 
than picking an apple, agribots come in all shapes and sizes. Some have giant arms that are 
towed behind trucks, while others are able to move around on their own. In Japan, there is a 
strawberry-picking robot that can sense the color of the berries. This helps the robot know when 
each berry is ripe.  
 
At the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), scientists are working to grow cherry 
tomatoes with no human help at all! They have created a greenhouse full of plants that are cared 
for by small agribots. The agribots are like robot farmers. Every plant has sensors that tell the 
robots what the plant needs. If a plant is too dry, a robot will water it. When a robot senses that a 
tomato is ripe, it uses a mechanical arm to pick the tomato. Agribots may seem unusual now, but 
one day they may be common on farms.  
 
No matter how large or small a robot's job, one thing is for certain—robots are here to stay. 
Because robots are dependable and tireless, they are valuable tools, and as technology advances, 
they will be capable of doing increasingly complex jobs 

 
Source #2 Robots That Play Well with Others 

About 50 years ago, the author Isaac Asimov wrote a story called I, Robot. The story is set in the 
future, when robots take care of children. The main character loves her robot babysitter, Robbie. 
Unlike the child's parents, Robbie always has time to play. Robbie and the child have adventures 
together; Robbie is an endless source of fun!  

When the story was written, it was only a fantasy. Now it is close to coming true because today 
robots can do all kinds of work. They assemble electronic gadgets, guide trains on tracks, and sort 
trash. Today's robots can play as well as work―robots sing, dance, and even play music. A 
Japanese robot can even play the piano with its two mechanical hands. 

 Many playful robots are made to copy animals too. Some robots play the way animals play while 
other robots play with animals. For example, moviemakers have designed huge robotic apes and 
dinosaurs to be in movies, but these kinds of robots aren't made only for movies. Robot animals can 
live with you. You can buy a robot pet, such as a dog, a seal, or even a dinosaur. These robot pets 
have a lot in common with real pets. They want your attention and you can teach them tricks. There 
is even a new version of a robot pet that has fake fur so you can pet your robot just like you pet 
your dog or cat. There is one difference, though―you don't need to take them outside or feed them! 

Other robots help people play with live animals. One company, I-Pet Companion, has made a robot 
that lets people play with kittens, but from a distance. When you log on to the Internet, you can 
control the robotic pet from far away. The robot is put in a room full of kittens, and it drags a piece of 
string for the kittens to chase. When it's your turn, you can control the robot to pull the string this 
way or that way while the kittens jump after the string as you push the controls.  

Some robots even play all by themselves. College students in Oregon have created robots that can 
play hockey or shuffleboard on their own. All year, the students work hard to design the robots. 
Then, the robots play the game without anyone controlling them. They grab the puck, turn, twist and 
compete to score, and as part of the final test, the robots must push the puck to the goal without 
being told what to do.  

Notes: 



 
 
 
  

 

Even though there are no robots quite like Robbie, today's robots can still offer hours of fun. Who 
knows, maybe robots in the future will make Asimov's fantasy into a reality. 

 
WRITING TASK # 1: 
You will review your notes and sources. Then plan, draft, revise and edit your writing. You may use your notes and go back to the 
sources. Now read your assignment: 
 
Your Assignment: 
Your technology club is ready to launch its website. Your English teacher is making the website into a class project. For your part in the 
project, you are assigned to write a story that is several paragraphs long about what happens when you get a robot of your own.  
 
In your story, you have just received your new robot. You are excited to turn it on and see how it works. You press the button to turn on 
the robot. Write a story about what happens next. When writing your story, find ways to use information and details from the sources to 
improve your story. Make sure you develop your character(s), the setting, and the plot, using details, dialogue, and description where 
appropriate.  
 
Narrative Story Scoring:  
Your story will be scored using the following:  
1. Organization/purpose: 
How effective was your plot, and did you maintain a logical 
sequence of events from beginning to end? How well did you establish and develop a setting, narrative, characters, and point of view? 
How well did you use a variety of transitions? How effective was your opening and closing for your audience and purpose?  
2. Development/elaboration: 
How well did you develop your story using description, details,dialogue? How well did you use relevant details or information from the 
sources in your  
story?  
3. Conventions: 
How well did you follow the rules of grammar usage, punctuation,  
capitalization, and spelling?  
 
 

READING FOR WRITING TASK #2 
Source #1 Pets Enhance Learning 

Caring for pets in the classroom improves school attendance, teaches children about responsibility, 
supports students’ self-esteem, and develops strong human animal bonds. All of this means that 
pets are not only good for households, but are also good for classrooms. Pets enrich classroom 
experiences and provide new ways for students to learn.  

It’s official. Studies show that children from families with pets are better equipped to fight off 
infection than kids from non-pet households, showing significantly higher levels of immune system 
performance. When school attendance records were compared side by side, researchers 
discovered that kids with pets averaged more days at school every year than their pet-free 
counterparts.  

The study also showed that kids turn to their pets for emotional well-being, with 40% of children 
choosing pet companionship when feeling down. Kids were also found to seek out their pets when 
feeling tired, upset, scared or lonely, and 53% of respondents said they enjoy doing their homework 
with pets nearby. “Being around animals is extremely good for children,” says Dr. Harvey 
Markovitch, a pediatrician and editor of The Archives of Disease in Childhood. “They are good for 

Notes: 



 
 
 
  

 

morale, and teach children about relationships and about the needs of another living being. 
Learning to care for a pet helps them to learn how to care for people.”  

Helping to take care of a pet gives a child a sense of pride and accomplishment, especially if the 
animal is able to return the affection. Shari Young Kuchenbecker, Ph. D., research psychologist at 
Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles, says, “The child who cares for a pet knows that what 
he does matters, and so he’ll want to do more of it. The more successfully he feeds, walks, or 
emotionally bonds with the pet, the more confident he’ll feel.” In fact, studies conducted by the 
Waltham Centre have shown that children with pets have higher levels of self-esteem than those 
without pets.  

Lots of animals such as cats, dogs, and guinea pigs love human contact and can become a child’s 
best buddy. Kids can even develop strong human animal bonds with non-responsive animals such 
as fish or turtles. These relationships help to strengthen a child’s social skills, giving them the 
potential to do better in a school setting.  

Whether its math (“How much does a hamster weigh?”) or science, (“What does a snake eat?”) 
geography (“What part of the world do ferrets come from?”) or grammar (“What words would we 
use to describe a goldfish?”) Students will approach learning all these subjects with a new 
enthusiasm and interest.  

Students who have no experience with animals in their home environments can see, feel, touch, 
and make connections to animals and nature when classrooms have animals. Studies have shown 
that the presence of animals tends to lessen tension in classrooms. Classroom pets increase 
students’ understanding of the feelings and needs of others – both humans and animals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  

 

Source #2 Leave Animals Out of the Classroom 

At the end of every school year, shelters across the country are inundated with hamsters, mice, 
rabbits, gerbils, fish, guinea pigs, and reptiles that are no longer needed or wanted in the 
classroom. Many teachers believe keeping an animal in the classroom is a good way to foster 
responsibility, teach respect, or raise awareness about animals. But the learning environment can 
turn sour when the classroom pet becomes too big a burden and must be surrendered to the local 
animal shelter. Despite teacher’s good intentions, keeping a classroom pet puts the animals at 
serious risk for neglect and substandard care.  

Once animals are in the classroom, important aspects of their nature are ignored completely. For 
example, hamsters and most small animals are nocturnal, yet they are kept in brightly lit 
classrooms and removed from their cages during the day. Birds tend to be sensitive to drafts and 
changes in air temperature, but climate control is normally regulated by the students’ comfort 
levels, not the animals’ needs. Furthermore, animals are removed from their habitat, and placed in 
cages.  

Classroom pets are often neglected during school breaks and holidays. Many suffer from missed 
meals, unsanitary living conditions and lack of climate control. If left alone for a weekend, pets can 
be literally starving or dehydrated come Monday morning. A fire or power outage can also be 
deadly to an animal that is left alone in a building overnight or on weekends.  

Animals’ health can also be compromised when caregivers fail to address their nutritional needs. 
Inadequate veterinary care also leads to failed health of classroom pets. Many animals actually 
die in classroom environments, which is not only a terrible fate for the animals but a devastating 
experience for the students.  

Filling the role of classroom pet or mascot can be extremely stressful on an animal. Going from 
five days of noise to two days of isolation is particularly traumatic and confusing. Constant poking 
and handling can also be taxing on an animal.  

Furthermore, keeping animals in a classroom poses serious health risks for students. Recently 
there have been reports of Salmonella, caused by having reptiles in the classroom. Students with 
asthma and or allegories can be adversely affected by the presence of an animal in the 
classroom. 

Fostering responsibility and teaching respect are important components of a child’s educational 
and personal development. Classroom pet duties, however, are not an appropriate method for 
instilling values. The learning process is inherently filled with mistakes and failures, which are 
appropriate in normal life circumstances but is it fair to allow a mistake by a child to result in the 
suffering of a dependent animal?  

Notes: 

  



 
 
 
  

 

Writing Task #2 
You will review your notes and sources. Then plan, draft, revise and edit your writing. You may use your notes and go back to the 
sources. Now read your assignment: 
 
Your Assignment: 
Imagine that your task is to convince your school principal either to allow pets in classrooms, or not allow pets in classrooms, based on 
the video and articles that you used for research. Write an argument essay stating and explaining your position on this issue. Make 
sure you clearly state a claim supporting pets in classrooms or not allowing pets in classrooms, and then support that claim with 
evidence from the texts you’ve read and watched.  
 
6-8 Revision/Editing Checklist  Argumentative Essay 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

1. Is the overall claim clearly stated in the introduction?         YES NO 

2. Does the introduction hook the reader and give brief background on the topic?     YES NO 

3. Does each body paragraph begin with a supporting argument (topic sentence) that supports the overall claim? YES NO 
4. Does each body paragraph include evidence/ quotes to support their reason?    YES NO 

5. Does each body paragraph include reasoning that explains how the evidence supports the supporting argument 
for that paragraph? 

YES NO 

6. Does the conclusion restate the main points of the essay in a new way? YES    NO 

7. Does the writer use academic vocabulary and persuasive words and language? YES NO 

8. Are there parts of the essay that are unclear? If you answered yes, then 
underline the passage and put a question mark next to the sentence 

YES  NO 

 
CONVENTIONS CHECK FOR THE FOLLOWING   

Capitalization 
The beginning of each sentence is capitalized.       

Proper nouns are capitalized                               

Punctuation 
Periods are at the end of each complete sentence  
Commas are used when needed  

Apostrophes are used when needed  

Quotation Marks Quotation marks are placed at the beginning and at the end of the quotation.   

Spelling All words are spelled correctly.  

Dead words are not used words such as:  stuff, big, alot, like, etc.  



 
 
 
  

 

READING FOR WRITING TASK #3  
 Source #1  Goodbye, Botled Water? 

Did you know that you could be harming the environment when you drink a bottle of water? It’s 
estimated that 30 billion single-serving bottles of water are gulped down each year in the United 
States. If you are like most people, you throw away that bottle when you're finished.  
 
Mayor Gavin Newsom, of San Francisco, California, thinks it's time for a change. He has banned 
city government from using public money to purchase bottled water for its employees.  
 
According to a statement from the Mayor’s office, “More than 1 billion plastic water bottles end up 
in California’s landfills each year, taking 1,000 years to biodegrade and leaking toxic additives 
such as phthalates into the groundwater.”  
 
The mayor also cites the cost of fuel to transport the bottled water as a factor in his decision. "All of 
this waste and pollution are generated by a product that by objective standards is often inferior to 
the quality of San Francisco’s pristine tap water,” read Mayor Newsom's executive order.  
 
To encourage people in San Francisco to cut down on their use of plastic water containers, 
residents who sign an online pledge can receive a stainless-steel recyclable container from the 
city. "We must all do our part to reduce our carbon footprint and our impact on the environment,” 
Laura Spanjian, of San Francisco Public Utilities Commission told Scholastic News Online. "This is 
really a movement. And San Francisco wants citizens and students in other cities to be leaders of 
a movement to change how people think about bottled water.”  
 
A big environmental problem, according to experts, is that people don't recycle their plastic bottles. 
"Only about 14 percent of single-serving plastic water bottles are recycled." Jennifer Gitlitz, 
research director for Container Recycling Institute (CRI) told Scholastic News Online. "Therefore, 
about 86 percent of the water bottles sold are wasted: landfilled, incinerated, or littered.”  
 
The CRI tracks the total number of wasted beverage cans and plastic bottles that go into U.S. 
landfills every year with a minute-by-minute count. The current count for this year shows more 
than 64 billion wasted cans and bottles!  
 
The International Bottled Water Association said that its organization applauds San Francisco’s 
efforts but believes that governmental officials ought to push harder to improve recycling rates for 
all consumer packaging, not just plastic water bottles.  
 
Return to Tap Water  
Several other mayors are focusing on a return to tap water. Last fall, Mayor Ross Anderson, of 
Salt Lake City, Utah, asked its 2,500 city workers to voluntarily stop buying bottled water. "We are 
raising awareness [about] the serious environmental issues [related] to using bottled water,” 
Patrick Thronson, communications director for Mayor Anderson, told Scholastic News Online. 
Thronson explained that 1.5 million barrels of petroleum are used to produce plastic water bottles 
in the United States each year. “That’s enough to supply 250,000 homes with electricity for a year 
or 100,000 cars with gasoline for a year,” said Thornson.  
 
Mayor Anderson, along with two other mayors, introduced a resolution at the recent US 
Conference of Mayors calling for the promotion of tap water over bottled water. The resolution 
passed. 

Notes: 

 
  



 
 
 
  

 

Source #2 Statement from International Bottled Water Association regarding Concord, Massachusetts Ban of Bottled 
Water 

The International Bottled Water Association (IBWA) issued the following statement regarding the 
decision by Massachusetts Attorney General Martha Coakley to support banning bottled water 
sales in Concord: We are disappointed in the decision by the state Attorney General to approve the 
amendments to the bylaws of the Town of Concord, Massachusetts, that ban the sale of bottled 
water in single-serve PET bottles within the town, and we are exploring all available options to 
continue to oppose the by-law.  

People need to drink more water. The consumption of water, whether from the bottle or the tap, is a 
good thing and supports people’s pursuit of a healthy lifestyle. Any actions that discourage people 
from drinking bottled water are not in the public interest. People choose bottled water for several 
reasons, including its refreshing taste, reliable quality, zero calories and additives, and 
convenience. Banning or restricting access to bottled water in the marketplace directly impacts the 
right of people to choose the healthiest beverage on the shelf. And for many, bottled water is a 
critical alternative to other packaged beverages, which are often less healthy. Bottled water must 
therefore be available wherever packaged beverages are sold.  

For those who want to eliminate or moderate calories, sugar, caffeine, artificial flavors or colors, and 
other ingredients from their diet, choosing bottled water is the right choice. In fact, since 2000, 
approximately 73% of the growth in bottled water consumption has come from people switching 
from carbonated soft drinks. That’s the equivalent of avoiding an additional 280 calories per person, 
per week.  

The bottled water industry supports a strong public water system. However, the water from public 
water systems is often compromised after emergency situations or natural disasters (e.g., 
hurricanes, floods, tornados, fires, or boil alerts). During these times, bottled water is a necessary 
and reliable “second source” option to deliver clean, safe drinking water.  

This ban deprives residents of the option to choose their choice of beverage and visitors, who come 
to this birthplace of American independence, a basic freedom gifted to them by the actions in this 
town more than 200 years ago. It will also deprive the town of needed tax revenue and harm local 
businesses that rely on bottled water sales. 

Notes: 

 
  



 
 
 
  

 

WRITING TASK # 3: 
You will review your notes and sources. Then plan, draft, revise and edit your writing. You may use your notes and go back to the 
sources. Now read your assignment: 
 
Your Assignment: 
Your task is to take a position on whether or not bottled water should be banned in schools. Write an argument essay in which 
you clearly state your position either for or against bottled water in schools, and then support that claim with evidence from the texts 
you’ve read and watched. Be sure to: 
 
Using more than source develop a claim about whether or not bottled water should be banned in schools. Choose the most important 
infomration form the sources to support your claim. Then, write an argument essay that is several paragraphs long. Clearly organize 
your article and support your opinion with details from the sources. Use your own words except when quoting directly from the sources. 
Be sure to give the source title or number when using details from the sources.  
 
6-8 Revision/Editing Checklist  Argumentative Essay 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

9. Is the overall claim clearly stated in the introduction?         YES NO 

10. Does the introduction hook the reader and give brief background on the topic?     YES NO 

11. Does each body paragraph begin with a supporting argument (topic sentence) that supports the overall claim? YES NO 
12. Does each body paragraph include evidence/ quotes to support their reason?    YES NO 

13. Does each body paragraph include reasoning that explains how the evidence supports the supporting argument 
for that paragraph? 

YES NO 

14. Does the conclusion restate the main points of the essay in a new way? YES    NO 

15. Does the writer use academic vocabulary and persuasive words and language? YES NO 

16. Are there parts of the essay that are unclear? If you answered yes, then 
underline the passage and put a question mark next to the sentence 

YES  NO 

 
CONVENTIONS CHECK FOR THE FOLLOWING   

Capitalization 
The beginning of each sentence is capitalized.       

Proper nouns are capitalized                               

Punctuation 
Periods are at the end of each complete sentence  
Commas are used when needed  

Apostrophes are used when needed  

Quotation Marks Quotation marks are placed at the beginning and at the end of the quotation.   

Spelling All words are spelled correctly.  

Dead words are not used words such as:  stuff, big, alot, like, etc.  



 
 
 
  

 

 
READING FOR WRITING TASK #4 

Source #1 The upside of selfies: Social media isn't all bad for kids 
STORY HIGHLIGHTS 

• Report: One in five teens says social media makes them feel more confident 

• 52% of teens also say social media helps their relationships with friends 

• Media outlets tend to focus on the negatives of social media, such as cyberbullying 

• Teens are also using social media for social good, experts say 

(CNN) -- I'll admit it right at the start: When I think about teens and social media, I immediately begin 
to tally up the negatives. 
What good could possibly come from teens and tweens spending gobs of time on online networks, 
posting nonstop "selfies,"? 
 
 
Report: Teens say social media more positive than negative 
In fact, according to a survey of more than 1,000 13- to 17-year-olds about how they view their digital 
lives, 28% said social networking made them feel more outgoing versus 5% who said it made them 
feel less so; and 29% said it made them feel less shy versus the 3% who said it made them feel more 
introverted. 
 
When it comes to relationships with friends, more than half (52%) of teens said social media has 
made them better versus just 4% who said it has negatively affected those relationships. 
"On the whole, teens said that they feel that social media has a more positive than negative impact on 
their social and emotional lives," said Shira Lee Katz, Common Sense Media's director of digital 
media. "They believe that social media helps their friendships, makes them feel more outgoing and 
gives them confidence." 
 
News outlets focus on the negative 
The findings are likely to come as a surprise to most parents, including this writer, especially because 
most of what we hear about social media, especially in the media, are the negatives, such as how 
cyberbullying can turn tragic. 
"For every heartbreaking case of cyberbullying, there are many stories of teens using social media for 
good," said Katz. 
 
Rebecca Levey, co-founder of a video sharing platform for tweens ages 7 to 12 called KidzVuz, has 
seen it firsthand. During a special partnership with the Tony Awards earlier this year, kids were 
encouraged to either make videos singing parts of their favorite show tunes or talk about why theater 
was so important to them. 
"The response from other kids was so awesome. I mean we had kids who were truly tone deaf and it 
didn't matter," said Levey with a chuckle. "Everyone's like, 'You're awesome,' 'Go follow your dream,' 
'Don't give up.'" 
 
Levey said another benefit is for kids who might feel slightly isolated to connect with other tweens and 
teens who share their same interests. "They can just find other kids who are super excited about the 
same thing, so if you are living in a small town and you're the only kid who loves musical theater, 
instead of feeling like a freak about it, you can go online and find all these other kids that love musical 
theater," she said. 
 
 

Notes: 

http://www.kidzvuz.com/
http://www.kidzvuz.com/brand/tony-awards/


 
 
 
  

 

Social media for social good 
Teens have also shown they can use social media to make their voices heard.  
"Teens and this young generation in general want action," said Elena Sonnino, a founder of the 
site Live.Do.Grow, social media strategist and writer who focuses on engaging tweens and teens in 
using their voice for social good. "They want to be able to see, for better or for worse, really quick 
action and social media allows them to create positive, meaningful change quickly." 
 
Sonnino, who has created a Facebook group called Grow Global Citizens, said social media has not 
only increased tweens and teens' awareness of the world around them, but also has allowed them to 
be more innovative about how they can get involved. 
"In the past ... they would do canned food drives, they'd do the book drives, they'd do all the things 
that have been done over and over, which were all wonderful, don't get me wrong, but now ... they're 
realizing there is so much more they can do," said Sonnino. 
 
At a recent digital family summit, Sonnino said she heard from kids who are doing things like creating 
Rainbow Loom bracelets to raise money for cystic fibrosis, and taking "selfies" and using the hashtag 
#unselfie to promote awareness of "Giving Tuesday," the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, which is billed 
as a day to promote giving to others during the holiday season. 

 
Source #2 Student examines negative effects of social media on teens 

At 17, Lexi Duley, a senior at Mosley Performance Learning Center, has become a rebel. For her high 
school graduation project, she is researching the negative effects of social media on teenagers in today’s 
society. 
Duley first noticed the effects of social media when they began to impact her grades. She admits to being 
“so plugged in” that she would check Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter several times a day. 
“I realized that I was getting nothing accomplished by sitting there and doing nothing (productive),” she 
said. “I needed to get out and do something else.“ 
 
Duley wants her senior project to speak not only to her personal life, but also to others in similar situations. 
She believes that social media is not only a distraction to teenagers who have become addicted to 
checking their news feeds, but that it can lead to psychological and health issues. Her research shows that 
a number of anxiety and personality disorders stem from spending too much time on the Internet. 
 
Social Media Anxiety Disorder, for example, occurs when people become addicted. Social media, she 
explains, may draw some teenagers away from having relationships with themselves and with people 
around them. They also put too much effort into following trends they see online instead of being 
themselves. 
 
“Because of social media, I feel like people have unintentionally lost the creation of self-identity. People 
have conformed without realizing that they’re conforming. I like to call it the ‘paper doll theory,’ ” Duley 
said, adding that they’re “not exactly the same but eerily similar: the way they go about doing things, the 
views they have towards other people, and judgment. I think that people need to take a step back and 
realize that it’s OK to be yourself.“ 
 
Duley’s research also shows that social media increases the statistics for cyberbullying. There are many 
cases, she says, where teenagers are victims of rumors, oppression, and even kidnapping because of 
what they choose to share on the Web. 
 
Kathryn Nash, Duley’s English teacher, is impressed.“It was nice that she was stepping back and 
searching for perspective, and saying that sometimes we need to cut” social media off, Nash said. She 
added that Duley has proven to be very passionate about her topic. 
 

Notes: 

http://www.livedogrow.com/category/social-good/
https://www.facebook.com/GrowGlobalCitizens
http://community.givingtuesday.org/Page/About


 
 
 
  

 

Senior projects require an argumentative research paper, a speech, and a product. For her product, Duley 
decided to use her enemy as her weapon. She created a Tumblr blog. 
The blog features posts, photos and drawings that give positive reinforcement on life for people negatively 
affected by social media. 

 
WRITING TASK # 4: 
You will review your notes and sources. Then plan, draft, revise and edit your writing. You may use your notes and go back to the 
sources. Now read your assignment: 
 
Your Assignment: 
Your task is to take a position on whether or not you support youth’s use of social media. Write an argument essay in which you 
clearly state your position either for or students using social media, and then support that claim with evidence from the texts you’ve 
read and watched. Be sure to: 
 
Using more than source develop a claim about whether or not whether or not you support youth’s use of social media. Choose the 
most important information form the sources to support your claim. Then, write an argument essay that is several paragraphs long. 
Clearly organize your article and support your opinion with details from the sources. Use your own words except when quoting directly 
from the sources. Be sure to give the source title or number when using details from the sources.  
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17. Is the overall claim clearly stated in the introduction?         YES NO 

18. Does the introduction hook the reader and give brief background on the topic?     YES NO 

19. Does each body paragraph begin with a supporting argument (topic sentence) that supports the overall claim? YES NO 
20. Does each body paragraph include evidence/ quotes to support their reason?    YES NO 

21. Does each body paragraph include reasoning that explains how the evidence supports the supporting argument 
for that paragraph? 

YES NO 

22. Does the conclusion restate the main points of the essay in a new way? YES    NO 

23. Does the writer use academic vocabulary and persuasive words and language? YES NO 

24. Are there parts of the essay that are unclear? If you answered yes, then 
underline the passage and put a question mark next to the sentence 

YES  NO 

 
CONVENTIONS CHECK FOR THE FOLLOWING   

Capitalization 
The beginning of each sentence is capitalized.       

Proper nouns are capitalized                               

Punctuation 
Periods are at the end of each complete sentence  
Commas are used when needed  

Apostrophes are used when needed  

Quotation Marks Quotation marks are placed at the beginning and at the end of the quotation.   

Spelling All words are spelled correctly.  

Dead words are not used words such as:  stuff, big, alot, like, etc.  



 
 
 
  

 

 
Appendix C- Writing Structure 5 Paragraph Essay  

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  

 

Appendix D: Math Pages  
For each task, do the work on a separate page.  

Be sure to show your thinking and justify your response! 
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Appendix E: Instructions for Creating a Concept Map 
 
Follow these instructions to create a concept map for a concept you have studied in your science class this year. 
 
1. Create a list of 15-20 words related to the topic. Use your science notebook to help with this step. 
2. If you are not sure about the meaning of a word, look it up in your science notebook or online. 
3. Think about how all of the words on your list are related, and sort your list of words into three to five categories based on these 

relationships. If possible, collaborate with other classmates over the phone or online with parent or guardian approval. 
4. Identify words that can be used to describe each category. 
5. Create a concept map on this topic. Follow these steps: 

a. Write the topic in the center of your paper, and circle it. 
b. Place the words describing each category around the topic. Circle each word. 
c. Draw a line between the topic and each category. On each line, explain the relationship between the topic and the 

category. 
d. Write the words in each category around the category title. Circle each word. 
e. Draw a line between each word and the category title. On each line, explain the relationship between the category and 

the word. 
f. Add additional lines to connect other related words. Explain the relationship between the words on the line. 

Example Concept Map: 

 



 
 
 
  

 

Appendix F: Writing a Formal Investigation Report 
 
Use the information from your investigation and your class science notebook to write a formal report on the investigation you 
performed. 
 
Label each section with a bold title. Write each section in paragraph form (except the title). 
 
Title: 

Choose a title that describes the investigation 
 
Abstract: What were you looking for in the investigation, and what did you find? 

Write a paragraph that summarizes what you already knew about the topic, your purpose, your hypothesis, and your results 
and conclusions. 
 

Experimental Design: 
Describe the materials and investigational methods you used to answer the question. State what variables you worked with 
and any controls. 
 

Data: What did you find? 
Report observations and measurements. Include an organized data table if appropriate to help someone reviewing your report 
to easily see the results. Don’t forget to use proper units of measurement nad write clear labels for your table columns. 
 

Data Analysis: Represent the data in a way that can be easily interpreted. 
Use graphs, diagrams, or charts where appropriate to help a reader interpret your data. 
 

Conclusion: What do the data mean? 
Summarize the data. 
Discuss your conclusion based on the accuracy of your hypothesis and the data you collected. 
Discuss any errors that happened that may have interfered with the results. 
Describe any changes that need to be made the next time the investigation is performed. 
Describe any new questions to be investigated based on the results of this investigation. 

 
 
 


